





















YORKSHIRE FREEHOLDER. 


By LANCELOT LACKRENT, Ef, 





NUMBER Iv. 


< a SNe on a 


THURSDAY, FesBRvARY to, 1780. 








—ae 


A Petition prefented to the Houfe of Commons by one of the 
A moft re(pectable and independent Men in their Body, and 
. figned by nine Thoufand of his Conftituents, it might be 
‘imagined would have had, in fome Eras of Englifh Hiftory, no in- 


confiderable Effet; but when fuch an Application is confidered as 


the Harbinger of near thirty others from-different Counties and cor- 
porate Towns in the Kingdom, we may cveu nuw indulge a fanguine 


‘Expectation of its being duly attended to. A few Days, however, will 
probably tell us its’Fate. In the mean-while it may not be dmifs 
to endeavour to remove certain Sufpicions, which fome-of the beft 


“Friends to that Petition have entertained concerning the Conduét of 


the general Committee fince they were appointed at the public 
‘Meeting to carry the Medafures then agreed upon into Execution; 
‘and I am led to do this by a Letter which I received lately from a 
‘Gentleman, who tells me that fome Perfons believe Meafures of the 
utmoft Confequence are decided upon by a “funto, and only brought 
into the Committee for their Confirmation. Had this Belief the 
Jeaft Ground of Truth ‘for its Foundation, I am fure I am the laft 
Man in the World who would undertake to defend their Caufe; 
‘but having, I may fay, full Intelligence from a Friend in that Body 
of every Thing of the leaft Moment that has paffed in it, I think 
I am able, by giving avery thort Detail of their Proceedings, to 
place them in that liberal Light which they deferve. . 
~~ Since the firft general Committee that met the Morning after the 


30th of Dec. there has been but one more ; for on the.Day appointed 
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for the fecond, the Inclemency of the Weather, and a Quarter Sef- 
fions, ‘which prevented many Gentlemen of the greateft Weight in 
the Weit-Riding from attending, rendered that Meeting ineffectual 
for Want of a Quorum. All that the Gentlemen then affembled 
could do, was to order .a Call of the Committee for that Day 
Se’nnight to be put into:the Papers, and towwrite prefling Letters 
for their Attendance. In Confequence of this a great Majority did 
on'that Day attend, and a Hiftory of their Tranfactions will, :I 
think, clear up the Cafe completely. 

The Gentleman who originally moved the Petition at the gene- 
ral County Meeting, and who now for the firft Time had fince that 
Meeting appeared at York, was called unanimoufly to ‘the Com- 
‘mittee Chair, and he opened the Bulinefs by informing the Com- 
pany, that, during his Abfence, he had received -feveral Letters de- 
firing to know what were.the f{pecific Points.to which, in his own 
Idea, and thofe of the Gentlemen who firft:moved in the Bufinefs, 
the future Aflociation:-was to tend; and that, in Confequence of 
thefe Inquiries, he had.drawn up a Form in which all thefe Points 
were mentioned. This he begged Leave to read to the Committee, 
and at the fame Time expreffed a With, if it met with their Appro- 
‘bation, to publifh it in the Papers, not as the final Meafure to be 
adopted, »but merely as the Draft of a Plan to be.confidered, and 
‘hereafter explained and amended (as the Petition had previoufly 
‘been) at the next General Meeting. The Reader will here be be- 
‘forehand with me in faying, that nothing could be more liberal and 
fair than .this Procedure. -He wifhed to lay his own Sentiments 


open, not only :to this County, but to the whole Nation; but he 
withed to do this in a Manner that would thew them to be his 


private Sentiments only, which, though delivered in the Form of 
an Affociation under diftinct Heads, could not be fuppofed to ope- 
-rate fatther than the Ideas of one private Individual ought to operate. 

This Plan being read, a Debate enfued, in which it appeared to 
‘be the Senfe of many refpectable:Perfons who appreved it, that its 
‘Publication was at the Time premature; and that, -although all the 
Friends of the Petition ought to be fully apprized of every Step 
‘taken by the Committee at a proper Time, the general Signature 
‘to the Petition, and the Number of Names, ought to be. known 
‘before any Plan of future Affociation was made public. 

To this it was replied, That a great Part of the.fpecific: Points 
which this Plan contained had been made public, both in the-Papers 
and in the Speeches of feveral Members at the General Meeting ;— 
and that not to anfwer every Demand which the Friends to the 
‘Caufe had a Right to make, would have the Appearance of toe 
great Referve ;——to reconcile, therefore, thefe two contrary Opi- 
nions, it was:propofed, and finally agreed upon, that the Paper 
fhould be reformed as to its Mode of Compofition; but that every 
identical Idea contained in it fhould be preferved, and thrown to- 


gether 
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gether under the Form: of a meer Propofal; ‘that it thould «then - 
be immediately fent tothe Prefs, and 122 Copies ftruck off, fo that 
each Member of the Committee of 61, ‘having two fent‘to him, 
amight be enabled to take it under his:own Confideration, and by 
Means of a Duplicate to confult with any Friend in whofe‘Under- 
‘{tanding he could confide ; .and-thus that a proper-Plan, digefted by 
Time and the mature Deliberation: of every Committee-Man, might 
in fome future Meeting be-refolved-on and laid before the Rablic, 
who are not kept in Ignorance of any one Meafure carried irto Ex- 
ecution, and who.it is intended, in every Inftance, fhall be made 
acquainted with the final Refolutions of a Body delegated by them- 
: ao and which confequently confiders itfelf as refponfible to 
~them. | 
This, I am.confident, is a faithful Narrative of every Step that 
“has been taken relative to the intended Affociation by the Gentle- 
-men concerned in that important Bufinefs. What elfe has been 
‘done, has been only the writing of proper Anfwers by the Sub- 
‘Committee to the feveral Chairmen of Counties who have done 
‘them the Honour-to correfpond with them on-the Matter of their _ 
feveral Petitions. Copies of all thofe Letters, with the Originals, 
will be ready for Perufal at the next General Meeting of the Com- 
mittee, 
Having now faid what I hope will-be'fully fufficient to exculpate 
‘the Members of that Body, both jointly and feverally, from the 
Charge of wifhing to fecrete even the fmalleft Tittle of their Inten- 
‘tions, I think I may relax myfelf and my Readers, by prefenting 
‘to them one of the very firft Letters 1 have received from obdigéng 
Correfpondents, at the fame Time thanking the honeft and ({ dare 
{wear for it) handfome Yorkthire Lafs who has taken the Trouble te 
write it, and declaring to the World that I am more flattered by 
the good Account fhe gives me of the Effect of ‘my.fecond Num- 
ber, than if a-certain Brother of the Quill, remarkable for-A:s im- 
proved plain common Senfe, had ‘told:me, in five or fix Folio :Pages, 
that he extremely approved of the Number itfelf in general, and 
-only difapproved of every particular Sentence, and -Part of a Sen- 
tence, of which that Number was compofed. 








To LANCELOT LACKRENT, Efq. 


S1R, Lucklefs Farm, Fan..28, 1780. 


HANK you heartily for your Letter this Morning, for you 

muft know that our Jonathan, and many more refponfible 
‘People, were all in a Puzzle about this fame York Meeting. Iam 
fure I do not know what they-were all afraid of, but fome Folks 
faid if they figned the Petition they might as well fign away their 
‘own Eftates: Andone Mrs. Caffandra, whowrote-in a Leeds News 
F 2 Paper 
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Paper (which Jonathan brought in -his. Pocket from Market) faid 
as how that all the Gentlemen at York were paid by my Lord 
Rockingham to try-to.get the King-turned out. Now your Wor- 
fhip may think that I never believed either-one or the other of 
them, but, being only a poor Woman, Neighbours would not hear 
me fpeak. But.te come to the Matter.—I thank you heartily, as.I 

faid before, for your Paper this Morning, which has made all 

Neighbours eafy. And Jonathan faddled-Dobbin, and went away 

with a deal more of them to fign the Petition: directly. _Now you 

muft know I am very glad of it, for though I am but a Woman (as 

I faid before) I have an Eftate of my own, good Arable Land, which 

ufed to bring me in a-clear yearly Rent of Ten Pounds; and at our 

Fair there was not a young Woman, though I fay it, who could 
fooner.get a -Partner, or was oftener treated with Apples and 

Oranges-than-I was.—Well—but as I was faying, Times are now 
fadly altered. -Poor Jacob Ploughfhare and his feven ftarving Chil- 
dren for that ;—and, as fure as you are alive, I only now receive 

Seven Pounds inftead of Ten. for my Rent. But this is not all, I 
was to have been married to young Jofeph Meanwell, but, dear 
me! his Father’s Stock was all .feized laft Week for to pay his 
-Rent, and he, being almoft broken-hearted, went away and en- 
-lifted for a Soldier. 

' I am glad-you “put in about their not taking Money for their 
‘Votes at an Election; for I remember, as the Curate. of our Parith 
-once faid, ‘* if we were all honeft, and would vote only as our 
-Confcience bid us, it would never be-in.the Power of our Gover- 
-nors to enflave us.” But, dear Heart! whilft they have fo much, 
-as you fay, of our Money to give.away in Places and Penfions, and 
.in paying for Votes of Parliament, I verily doubt we never fhall be 
-honeft. I think as.well of myfelf as of. moft of.them, and yet if 
Thad a Vote, and.twenty or thirty.Guineas -were.laid in my Hand 
-.juft now‘to free poor young Jofeph from the Army——Well! but-I 
_am only a Woman you know, and fo have no Vote. 

You may.do what you will with this Letter: It is well {pelt, I 
am fure, for our Jonathan learnt his Accidence at School, and ne 
has look’d it over. _Mayhap it may be but badly worded, but this 
_you.muft excufe, from your Honour’s very hearty Wellwither, 

SUSANNAH WELADAY. 








I beg: Leave, in Conclufion, to inform my Reader, that.I have 
-been alfo moft agreeably furprifed by a Letter I received laft Pott 
from a Relation of mine in Town, a few Years ago in good Bu- 
.finefs in the Dry-Salting Way, but who failed. by dipping a little 
too far in the Adelphi and Mufeum Lotteries, and. therefore is now 
as idle a Man as my(felf. This Letter of his tells me, that. there is 


-hardly .a Coftee-Houfe between George’s, .Temple-Bar, and the 
“Brititfh, 
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Britith, Charing-Crofs, where the Yorkfhire Freeholder is not taken 
in. My Coufin adds, that at this latter Place he himfelf heard a 
Debate, in which a Scotch Member of Parliament, and an Enfign 
in Lord F * * * * * * * * * * Regiment, held jointly a long Ar- 
gument concerning the Merits of my two Numbers, againft a plain 
Linen-Draper in that Neighbourhood; and though the Scotch 
Member faid they were written in bad Englith, and the Enfign faid 
they were curfed Stuff, yet the Linen-Draper carried the Votes of 
the reft of the Company entirely in my Favour. But what ftill 
pleafes me infinitely more, are his two laft Pieces of Intelligence, 
viz. That I had been publickly quoted by a diftinguifhed Speaker 
at the Lyceum in New Bond-Street, who, after repeating the laft 
Sentence of my firft Number with moft exact Emphafis, tubjoined 
the following Elogium of it: ** As Mr. Lackrent juftly, and even 
eloquently obferves.” And that (as he is well affured) there is a 
Queftion now under the Confideration of the Prefident at Coach- 
makers-Hall, which, if he fuffers it to be propoted, will be to this 
Effect, “* Whether the intended Speech of Lancelot Lackrent, 
Efq; or the intended Speech of the Member for the tree and inde- 
pendent Borough of Lymington, fhould be efteemed the beft Mcdel 
of Elocution for producing a great and lafting Effect on a popular 
Affembly.”—So far my Coafin the Dry-Salter. 
A. 


x Any Letter (under Cover to Mrs. War D) direéted to Lan- 
ceLoT LAcKRENT, E/q; to be left at the Printing-Office in 
Coney-fireet, York, Carriage or Poft paid, will be duly attended 
to. 


YorK: Printed by A. Warp, and fold by all the Bookfellers in 
Yorkthire, and J. Aumon, Piccadilly, London, Price Tworence. 
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